
 
I love that the Tulare County Library provides a wealth of free services 
to all of our communities, both in person and online, due to a excellent, hardworking 
staff, our Foundation and Friends groups, the communities that support us, and our 
membership in the San Joaquin Valley Library System (SJVLS).  
 
The Library offers something for everyone, including author events, arts & crafts, 
community meeting spaces, book clubs, homework help, book suggestions, and 
events and programs for all ages, including families, children, teens, and adults. By the 
way, April 14, 2018 is our first Book Festival featuring authors Patty Rodriguez and 
Ariana Stein. Also, join our first Book to Action book club at your branch library 
to learn more about the immigration experience and help others. Tim Z. Hernandez, 
our Book to Action featured speaker, and author of All They will Call You, will also be 
at the Festival. 
 
Find the latest bestsellers, local history, films and television series on DVD, music 
CDs, audiobooks, eBooks, and more from our collection with over 320,000 items. 
With a free library card access almost 2,000,000 items available from the collections 
of our SJVLS consortium of public libraries. Also, the Library offers free access to 
adult and family literacy programs, computers, online resources, and so much more.  
 

Tulare County “Free” Library  
Darla Wegener County Librarian 

Tell me a story 

With seventeen branches 
in the County, the Tulare 
County Library offers a 
variety of learning oppor-
tunities for the very 
young.  
 
All locations offer Tod-
dler or Preschool story-
times as a time for par-
ents and caregivers to 
introduce reading and 
learning to their children. 
Through reading, songs, 
playing, and crafts chil-
dren get an early start on 
their education. 
 

Our Literacy Centers 
offer programs like Early 
Learning for Families 
(ELF), Read with Me, and 
MotherRead, a free book 
club for parents and chil-
dren ages 0- 5 through 
Read to Succeed.  

By participating in early 
literacy programs, par-
ents gain skills to inte-
grate learning in their 
daily lives while preparing 
their children for school.  
 
Proven to help with 
school success, storytime 
and early literacy pro-
grams offered through 
libraries are often the 
only preschool programs 
children participate in 
before starting school. 
Contact your local 
branch or literacy center 
for more information. 

 

Open Book 
LOCATIONS 

Alpaugh 3816 Avenue 54  

(559) 949-8355 

Dinuba 150 South "I"  

(559) 591-5829 

Earlimart 780 E Washington  

(661) 849-2525 

Exeter 230 East Chestnut 

(559) 592-5361 

Farmersville 623 N Avery 

(559) 592-0001 

Ivanhoe 15964 Heather 

(559) 798-1264 

Lindsay 157 North Mirage 

(559) 562-3021 

London 5711 Avenue 378 

(559) 591-1017 

Orosi 12646 Avenue 416 

(559) 591-5830 

Pixley 927 Center Street 

Opening 2018 

Springville 35800 Highway 190 

(559) 539-2624 

Strathmore 19646 Road 230 

(559) 568-1087 

Terra Bella 23825 Avenue 92 

(559) 535-5583 

Three Rivers 42052 Eggers 

(559) 561-4564 

Tipton 301 East Woods 

(559) 752-4236 

Visalia 200 W. Oak Ave  

(559) 713-2700 

Woodlake 400 West Whitney 

(559) 564-8424 

 
Book Machines: 

Cutler 

40526 Orosi Dr. 

Tipton 

301 E Woods Ave. 

Alta Vista/East Porterville 

2293 E. Crabtree Ave. 

Visalia Employment Connection 

4025 W Noble Ave. 

 

Read to Succeed! Literacy 

Centers 

Visalia 417 North Locust  

(559) 713-2745 

Pixley 927 Center Street 

Opening 2018 

SPRING 2018 



advisory, reference and research, 
small engine repair, and test 
preparation. Click on Research 
then Online Resources from 
www.tularecounty.org. 
 
When you need your questions 
answered, the library is the best 
place to start.  With excellent 
guidance by trained librarians 
and library staff, help is available 
by email, social media, over the 
phone, or in person.  

 
questions@tularecountylibrary.org  
 
www.facebook.com/tularecountylibrary 
 
twitter.com/TulareCountyLib 
 
 

Everyone knows that libraries 
have books and other resources 
on almost every subject.  Did 
you know that libraries also of-
fer resources remotely with just 
your library card?  
 
A wealth of information is avail-
able via our Online Resource 
webpage including auto repair, 
biographies, business, careers, 
current issues, English language 
learning, health, history, hobbies 
and crafts, home improvement, 
homework help, legal, readers 

Hola, mi Amigo y Amiga!  
 
Thanks to the California State Library and Immigrant 
Alliance the Library received a $10,000 reimbursement 
grant to update and expand our bilingual book collec-
tions. The grant focused on pre-kindergarten through 
6th grade materials, and they are already so popular 
that our London branch reported the books checked 
out on the same day received.  
 
The need to speak another language grows everyday. 
Our online language tool Pronunciator offers free 

online language instruction 
in nearly 80 languages, including help with learning English, and Citi-
zenship. Any resident with a Tulare County Library Card can start 
using “Pronunciator” today.  

The library opened two new locations in the communities of 
London in October 2016 and Farmersville in April 2017. These 
two branches were made possible by dedicated community 
members and two essential organizations, Library for London 
and Lea Conmigo/Read with me Farmersville. 
 
The Pixley Branch is on the move. Thanks to the Pixley Com-
munity Foundation, the library will soon open in its new loca-
tion in downtown in May 2018. 
 

Read/Leer 

Ever-changing landscape 

Just a click away 
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When I got my library card, that’s 

when my life began. 

–Rita Mae Brown, author 



 

Through Overdrive and Cloud 

Library apps for Apple, Android 

and Windows Desktop users 

discover, download and read 

eBooks or listen to 

eAudiobooks. 

 

In addition, you can even enjoy 

digital magazines available 

through Zinio. Gale Reference 

Library or Ebscohost can be 

used to find reference books, 

magazines, journals and other 

resources. AtoZ databases pro-

vides access to reference & 

mailing lists for businesses, ex-

ecutive profiles, and even resi-

dents.  

 

With your library card handy 

and your PIN, you can get 

started today on any smart de-

vice, tablet, laptop, or com-

puter.  

Interested in simple access to 

free online books and magazines 

from the Tulare County Library?  

Over 8,400 people in Tulare County were Reading by Design as part 
of Summer Reading in 2017, by attending our programs and events. 
Almost 2,400 children, teens and adults participated in summer 
reading.  Plans are already in the works for the upcoming 2018 
Summer Reading Program. Our goal is to increase the number of 
participants to over 9,000 at events and over 2,500 for sign-ups. 
 
Summer reading programs are great success stories. Reading over 
the summer helps to prevent “summer slide”, so children are ready 
for the new school year. Since reading is not just for kids, the Li-
brary offers programs for teens and adults. In addition, the Friends 
of the Library fund cultural and educational programs, including ma-
gicians, puppets, wild animals and so much more. The Library had its 
second annual successful Tulare County Employee Summer Reading 
Program. The Friends of the Tulare County Library sponsored the 
second year of Teen Summer Interns and will continue this summer. 
The Foundation supported books for our final awards. 
 
Registration for Summer Reading 2018 Reading Takes You Everywhere 
begins in June. Join us and encourage others to participate, too! 

The Library recently introduced a new website and we need you to 

help us make it the best. Once our final edits are complete the new 

website will be responsive no matter what device you are using, 

which means it will adjust to your screen. The new site will provide 

improved access to information about our library, including better 

calendars and a link to our new online library catalog, Enterprise. 

In the meantime, take a look and let us know what you think. 

Everywhere you go—read 

Summer Reading by Design 

www.tularecountylibrary.org 

I have found the most valuable thing 

in my wallet is my library card. 

–Laura Bush 
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www.tularecountylibraryfoundation.org  Annual  
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2016-17 

200 W Oak Avenue * Visalia, CA 93291 *  info@tularecountylibraryfoundation.org * 559 713-2720 



 

from 10 am to 3 pm at the Visalia 

Library. Information to sponsor 

and participate for authors, ven-

dors, and exhibitors is available at 

www.tularecountylibrary.org/book

-festival. 

 

Our featured authors include Tim 

Z. Hernandez, Patty Rodri-

guez, and Ariana Stein. We 

hope to have many local authors, 

illustrators, artists, vendors, food 

trucks, and 

community or-

ganizations 

available all day. 

Families can 

enjoy storytime 

with local ce-

lebrities.  

 

Books will be available for sale by 

the Friends of the Tulare County 

Library and other local sellers. 

The Foundation and Library, 

working with Leadership Visalia, 

are looking forward to our first 

Book Festival on April 14, 2018 

 

I believe in what we do at the Tulare County Library Foundation.  The foundation 

was started in 1997 by a group of people who believed in the importance of provid-

ing support to a venue of education that could be utilized by all in the community. In 

doing so, they passed on an opportunity for the people of this community learn, de-

velop a love of literature, and impart an appreciation of education to others.  
 

Today, people who feel the same way have come to-

gether to serve on the Foundation Board.  Our job is 

to supplement the library with additional funds 

through investments, fundraisers and grants to en-

hance services and programs.  Thank you to all who 

support the work of the Tulare County Library. 

Coming soon! The Library Foundation will be introducing a new web 

presence. The new site will provide improved access to information 

about the Foundation.  

In the meantime, our current site is available to access information and 

still has quick access for donations by credit card through PayPal. 

TULARE COUNTY LIBRARY BOOK FESTIVAL 

From the President—David Hernandez 

www.tularecountylibraryfoundation.org 

To build up a library is to create a life. 

It’s never just a random collection of 

books. 

–Carlos María Domínguez 
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a 10% average return to eventu-

ally create a fund with a net 

worth of $1,000,000.  

 

Today, we are pleased to report 

that we are over 80% toward 

our goal.  We are moving closer 

than ever to realizing these aspi-

rations and being well-

positioned to support the li-

brary in exciting new ways!  

 

Interested in adding to the en-

dowment? Let us know. 
About ten years ago, the Foun-

dation received a few extremely 

generous donations that were 

used to create an Endowment 

Fund. To assist the  Foundation 

an Investment Committee was 

create to help grow it.  

 

This committee was charged to 

be responsible custodians— 

balancing both investment risk 

with the target goal of achieving 

 
In 2016-17, the Foundation, received grants and donations of 
over $70,000 to support the ongoing work of the library in-
cluding: 
 Edison Grants—$30,000 for Homework Center equip-

ment and furniture, online homework and job help, and 
Career Online High School scholarships. 

 United Way—Books for tutoring programs. 
 First Five—Books for early and family literacy in the com-

munity. 
 Ann B. Reimers Charitable Educational Foundation—

$25,000 Book collections, furniture, and computers for 
new branches. 

 Central Valley Community Foundation—$3,500 to develop 
a film about the London Branch.  

 Annual Donation Drive—$4,800 helped purchased used 
shelving for new Pixley location. 

Donations and grants help the Library provide exceptional ser-
vices. Please keep us in mind when giving.  

The Library Foundation is thankful for generous donation from an anony-

mous donor to support and grow on digital book collections. With the 

$20,000 donation for 2017, the Library purchased a total of 805 eBooks and 

eAudiobooks titles for Overdrive. Our collection now totals 22,252, primar-

ily due to this donor’s generosity over the years. In 2017, patrons checked 

out 36,408 items from Overdrive (3,000 more checkouts than last year). 

eBooks are one of the Library’s most popular collections. Try out the new 

Overdrive app called Libby.  

Investing in the Future of Libraries Ryan McGuire-Treasurer 

Take Nothing for Granted 

Digital Collection Grows Due to Anonymous Donor 

An investment in 

knowledge pays the best 

interest. - Benjamin 

Franklin  
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Our Mission: 

The Tulare County Library strives to enrich the lives of 

all users by meeting the informational, recreational, self-

educational and cultural needs of the community in a 

welcoming atmosphere. Through a trained, service-

oriented staff, we provide organized collections of cur-

rent-interest materials and access to additional re-

sources through participation in cooperative library 

systems. We endeavor to fulfill our commitment to the 

future by providing stimulating materials and programs 

that encourage lifelong learning for all.  

Provide access to a wide variety of information in various formats both physical and virtual 

to the residents of Tulare County for reading, literacy, and lifelong learning. 

 

Provide customer service through reference, readers’ advisory, computer assistance, and 

borrowing services. 

 

Provide literacy and education services for children of all ages, including storytimes, summer 

reading, teen programs, family literacy, and more. 

 

Provide adult literacy services to assist residents of Tulare County to attain reading, writing, 

and life skills. 

 

Provide educational and cultural enrichment through special events, programs, and historical 

collections. 

Core Services 

Library Administration 

200 W Oak Avenue 

Visalia, CA 93291 

559 713-2720 

www.tularecountylibrary.org  

 

www.tularecountylibrary.org 


